
 

Wigan Works 



Confident Place, Confident People. 

Agenda 
Welcome and introductions 5 mins 

 

The Deal & Wigan Works 

 

5 mins 

Perceptions of Wigan 5 mins 

 

Why does Wigan Work ?  (activity) 15 mins 

 

Why Wigan? -  Hyperbrain  5 mins 

 

Questions and answers  10 mins 

 



Confident Place, Confident People. 



Confident Place, Confident People. 



Confident Place, Confident People. 

 



Confident Place, Confident People. 

 
 Supporting the local economy 

to grow 
 

 Believe in our Borough 



Confident Place, Confident People. 

Perception or Truth …  



Confident Place, Confident People. 

 

Challenge …  

What are your perceptions about       

our Borough? 



Confident Place, Confident People. 

1) Which of the following are our 

key priorities for the council? 

A. Create 10,000 new jobs 

B. Create 12,000 apprenticeships 

C. Grow the local economy by £5,255m 

D. Provide quality employment for all 

able to work 

E. Build 10,000 new homes 



Confident Place, Confident People. 

2) What is the total population of 

the borough? 

A. 123,000 

B. 213,000 

C. 321,000 



Confident Place, Confident People. 

3) Which motorway networks are 

within a 15 minute drive from the 

Wigan borough?? 

A. M61 

B. M60 

C. M58 

D. M62 

E. M6 



Confident Place, Confident People. 

4) With a team of only 3FTE - how 

many businesses have supported with 

growth opportunities? 

A. 1,500 

B. 2,000 

C. 2,500 



Confident Place, Confident People. 

5) How many apprenticeship starts 

have our team arranged over the last 

2 years? 

A. 4,500 

B. 5,000 

C. Over 5,500  



Confident Place, Confident People. 

6) How many jobs have been created 

by Inward Investment over the last 2 

years? 

A. Between 50-100 

B. Between 100-500 

C. Between 500 – 1000 

  



Confident Place, Confident People. 

7) How many people attended our 

Business Expo in 2016? 

A. Between 50 - 100 

B. Between 250 – 500 

C. Between 1,000 – 1,500 

  



Confident Place, Confident People. 

8) Wigan is associated with a particular food (!) 

… can you spot it in the images below 



Confident Place, Confident People. 

Why does Wigan work ? 

https://youtu.be/YpK8scHX93U  

https://youtu.be/YpK8scHX93U
https://youtu.be/YpK8scHX93U


Achievements 

• 75.4% employment rate – Now 3rd highest in GM 
Higher than the NW average at 71.8% and the  
GB average: 74.2% 

• Wigan’s economy grew 2.4% between 2014-2016 faster than the GM (2.1%) 
and UK (2%) average 

• 11.2% of residents claiming out-of-work benefits below the GM average figure of 
11.8% and the North West average figure of 11.7% 

• Top quartile performer for highways maintenance and commended by APSE 



Confident Place, Confident People. 

 

Have we changed your 

perception …? 

 
      # Wigan Works 

              # Believe 

                     # TheDeal 



Confident Place, Confident People. 

1) Which of the following are our 

key priorities for the council? 

A. Create 10,000 new jobs 

B. Create 12,000 apprenticeships 

C. Grow the local economy by £5,255m 

D. Provide quality employment for all able to work 

E. Build 10,000 new homes 

All of the above! 



Confident Place, Confident People. 

2) What is the total population of 

the borough? 

A. 123,000 

B. 213,000 

C. 321,000 

The Wigan borough has a population of  

321,000 residents  

and is expected to continue to grow 



Confident Place, Confident People. 

3) Which motorway networks are within a 

15 minute drive from the Wigan borough? 

A. M61 

B. M60 

C. M58 

D. M62 

E. M6 

All of the above: it is crucial for our local 

economy that we invest in enhanced 

connectivity to the strategic road networks. 



Confident Place, Confident People. 

4) With a team of only 3FTE - how many 

businesses have supported with growth 

opportunities? 

A. 1,500 

B. 2,000 

C. 2,500 

 

The Deal has facilitated different conversations / 

engagement and which has helped 2,500 local 

companies to grow 



Confident Place, Confident People. 

5) How many apprenticeship starts have our 

team arranged over the last 2 years? 

A. 4,500 

B. 5,000 

C. Over 5,500 

 

 

Since August 2015, the team have 

secured 5,950 new apprenticeships 

  



Confident Place, Confident People. 

6) How many jobs have been created by 

Inward Investment over the last 2 years? 

A. Between 50-100 

B. Between 100-500 

C. Between 500 – 1000 

 

With our Deal for Business approach to 

new investment, we have accelerated 

the creation of 1000 new jobs! 

 

  



Confident Place, Confident People. 

7) How many people attended our Business 

Expo in 2016? 

A. Between 50 - 100 

B. Between 250 – 500 

C. Between 1,000 – 1,500 

  

Over 1,000 people attended the EXPO in 

2016 and this year’ is a sell out as we have 

made it bigger and better than before! 

 



Confident Place, Confident People. 

8) Wigan is associated with a particular food (!) 

… can you spot it in the images below 



Confident Place, Confident People. 

50 reasons to ‘Invest in Wigan’… 

1. It’s friendly people   26. Wigan Council’s Business Investment team 

2. Prime geographic location  27. Hitchen foods are here  

3. The M6 – we’re well connected  28. Wigan Pier regeneration is starting soon 

4. Wigan Pride – strong communities  29. Wigan Business Awards 

5. Greater Manchester devolution  30. Big opportunities at Westwood Park 

6. The DW Stadium   31. Outstanding primary schools 

7. Beautiful green space   32. Business ambassadors through the Forward Board 

8. West Coast mainline   33. Haigh Hall redevelopment 

9. 322,000 people live here  34. Digital Wigan – Jobs for the future 

10.Globally recognised sports team  35. Parsonage Retail Park – continues to grow 

11.Proud industrial heritage  36. Independent shops and businesses 

12.Land ready for development  37. Wigan in Bloom 

13.HS2 on its way   38. Wigan 10k and Joining Jack 

14.Professional services employ 19,800 here 39. Business hero – Dave Whelan 

15.Great further education colleges  40. Carlsberg distribution is here 

16.Greater Manchester Chamber of Commerce 41. Big opportunities at Pocket Nook 

17.Nice-Pak International’s major new factory 42. Major expansion at Arrow XL at Martland Park 

18.There are over 8,000 businesses based here 43. Leigh Sports Village 

19.Leigh Guided Busway   44. Compagnie Fruitier are here 

20.Wigan Council’s Business support 45. The M60 – we’re well connected 

21.Entrepreneurial spirit in our small firms 46. Thriving town centres / district centres across the borough 

22.Wigan Business Expo   47. 56,600 people are educated to degree level 

23.North Leigh development   48. Average house price is £120,000 

24.The Leeds-Liverpool Canal  49. New business creation is up 36% from 2009 

25.Wigan’s annual economy is worth £4.2bn 50. Happiest place to live in Greater Manchester!   

 




